Midlawn originated in the 1960s as a natural interspecific hybrid between tetraploid (2n = 4x = 36) C. dactylon and diploid (2n = 2x= 18) C. transvaalensis. The maternal parent was a hardy common bermudagrass (C. dactylon) collected on the Michigan State University campus. The paternal parent was one of several C. transvaalensis accessions maintained in the germplasm nursery at the Hays Branch Experiment Station, Hays, KS. Midlawn is a triploid (2n = 3* = 27) and is highly male and female sterile.
Midlawn was extensively evaluated under the experimental designation A-22. It was included in the 1986 National Turf Bermudagrass Evaluation Test. Midlawn consistently ranked high for cold tolerance, spring green-up, texture and density of sod, dark-green color, and overall turf quality relative to other turf bermudagrass cultivars (1,2). It has demonstrated good stand persistence and frost tolerance. Its level of cold tolerance is substantially better than that of 'Tifgreen', but may be inferior to that of 'Midiron' and 'Vamont'.
Compared with Midiron, it has a finer texture and greater sod density and strength. Healthy Midlawn sod remains intact when cut and handled by conventional techniques. It is slower growing, and consequently less aggressive, than Midiron and 'Midfield' (3). Under moderate to intense management, Mid-
